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A glimpse into University House
The Arévalos share
a tour of their home
and insight into their
personal lives

Use your smartphone’s
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your PDF copy of
The Easterner.

Upcoming:
Filing for the
ASEWU student
elections is open
until April 13. The
primary election is
April 24 and the general election is May
8. For more information, check http://
www.ewu.edu/asewu
The Northwest
Percussion
Festival, featuring
Grammy-winning artists Greg Bissonette
and Dave Samuels
and college percussion ensembles from
the Northwest runs
April 13-15, with concerts April 13 and 14
at 7:30 p.m. in the
Music Building.
Secretary of State
Sam Reed hosts
Civics Jeopardy April
17 from 3-4 p.m.
in Hargreaves 201.
There will be prizes
for the winning team.
The spring Jazz
Residency will feature Steven Owen
from the University
of Oregon on April
18 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Music Building Recital Hall.
Pride Week hits
campus April 2327, concluding with
a masquerade in the
MPR April 27 from
7-11 p.m.
The graphic design
senior exhibition
is April 27 to May 10
with an opening reception in the EWU
Gallery of Art from
6-8 p.m.
In brief:
April 20 is “Cover
the Night,” an event
sponsored by the activist group Invisible
Children. Starts in
the evening on Eastern’s campus. Begins
at 8:30 p.m. at AMC
at Riverpark Square
in downtown Spokane.
Occupy Wall Street
calls for, “No work,
no school, no shopping, no banking, no
trading,” on May 1.
“Occupy May Day,” is
a general strike aimed
at getting the attention of the 1 percent.
Occupy Spokane is
currently working on
organizing its own
strike in the Spokane
area.

By Desireé Hood
staff writer

d.hood28@gmail.com

From flunking the first grade
to a doctorate by 27, President Rodolfo Arévalo brings to Eastern a
past filled with accomplishments
and a lot of hard work.
The president was raised in
America by parents who were migrant farm workers from Mexico.
He moved from community to
community following the different
picking cycles of different crops.
“It was sort of fun and unique
in one way. I don’t resent what we
did. It was work from sun-up until
sundown, so I guess it prepared me
to be a president,” Rodolfo Arévalo
said.
His parents came to the United
States before they had children
and preferred to speak their native language in the household.
The Arévalo siblings spoke mostly Spanish growing up, so when
school started, Rodolfo Arévalo
spoke very little English. Because
of this language barrier, he failed
the first grade.
Not allowing that to stop him,
Rodolfo Arévalo went on to the
University of Michigan where he

Screen capture from "EWU Cribs: The President's Residence" by The Easterner's Doug Ault
EWU President Rodolfo and Nadine Arévalo laugh in the foyer of University House as he prepares to leave.

received his doctorate in educational administration at the age of
27. As a graduation gift, he bought
himself a 1973 used red Porsche
and still has the car to this day.
Rodolfo Arévalo met his wife, Nadine, in Hayes, Kan., where she was
working in the provost office at a small

Padron follows in Mitchell's
footsteps from SMU to EWU
By Josh Friesen
and Peter Sowards

liberal arts college. Rodolfo Arévalo was
an administrator at the college, and
when she left her position a few years
later, they started dating.
“We had a number of things in common in terms of things we liked to do.
She likes to dance, I like to dance. We
used to play a lot of racquetball, so those

were things we enjoyed doing together,”
Rodolfo Arévalo said. “She has three
great daughters and so I liked hanging
out with them too. I had five brothers and one sister, so I sort of liked
interacting with her girls.”
Arévalo-page 7

To ban or not to ban tobacco

Administration constructs survey to obtain staff, faculty
and student opinion, eliminates consideration of partial ban
By Trevor Parus

for the easterner

staff writer

easterner.sports@gmail.com

trevparus@gmail.com

EWU football is about to get
another transfer from Southern
Methodist University in Dallas,
Texas. SMU quarterback Kyle Padron has his sights set on becoming the next quarterback for the
Eagles.
The NCAA has a strict policy regarding student athletes
transferring from a school in the
Football Bowl Subdivision to a
school in the Football Championship Subdivision. SMU is an
FBS school and Eastern is a FCS
school. NCAA rules state that a
player transferring from the FBS
to the FCS must have two years of
eligibility.
Padron, a junior, currently has
only one year of eligibility. However, the Highland, Texas native
is in the process of being granted
a medical redshirt due to a back
injury sustained in 2011. This
would count as his second year of
eligibility, which would allow him
to make the transition from SMU
to Eastern. Padron is confident he
will be granted his medical redshirt.
“I sent all my medical information to the training staff up there
and they’re going to send it to the
conference,” Padron said. “From
what I’m hearing it shouldn’t be a
problem.”
Former Eagle quarterback
Bo Levi Mitchell was at SMU for

During the last board
of trustees meeting, the
board discussed the Riverpoint campus ban on
smoking.
This
conversation
lead to the discussion of
whether or not this was
something the Cheney
campus would want to
do according to Laurie
Connelly, associate to
the president.
“I raised the issue
that Riverpoint was becoming a smoke-free
campus. They had a discussion and then said
‘we would like you to
look into whether that
was something we wanted to do [at the Cheney
campus]’,”
Connelly
said.
The administration
is in the process of generating a survey for students, staff and faculty
members. Trent Lutey,
university policy administrator, said that a survey of this type has been
brought about before by
prior student government members but was
never completed.
While the survey will
collect staff, faculty and

Photo courtesy of Matthew Visinsky
Kyle Padron is the second SMU
quarterback to transfer to Eastern.

two years before transferring to
Eastern. In 2010, Padron beat
out Mitchell for the starting quarterback job at SMU, which led to
Mitchell’s transfer. Mitchell said
he is confident Padron is the type
of person that can follow in the
footsteps of the Walter Payton
Award winner.
“The guy took my spot (at
SMU),” Mitchell said. “I honestly
do think he has that ability and
that mindset.”
“I’d really like to … continue
padron-page 8

students feelings toward
smoking on campus, it
does not generate the
outcome of smoking on
campus. The final decision to ban smoking
on campus is left to the
board of trustees.
Rebecca
Harrell,
ASEWU student health
and safety representative, said that a survey
would work as well as a
vote by the students.
“A survey would be
just as representative of
students as a vote would
be. My goal has been to
bring together the faculty, staff and students
together in making this
decision,” Harrell said
in an email.
“One of the things
we’re looking at is obviously to see how this
works out at Riverpoint,” Connelly said.
Other public institutes in Washington
state have implemented
similar policies banning
smoking on campuses.
Lower Columbia College, Walla Walla College and Clark College
all have policies in place
restricting smoking or
tobacco products.

“If we decide to do
it, we will look at other
places that have already
done it. We’ll obviously
look and see what their
experiences [were] and
how they made that
transition,”
Connelly
said.
According to Connelly, the administration would also look into
ways to help students
combat the addiction to
smoking.
“The direction from
the board is to not just
look at students, but students, faculty and staff.
We will look at the whole
campus community and
then we will have to decide what decision we
will make. … If we adopt
something we want it to
work for everyone here,”
Connelly said.
Connelly said that
the problem of how to
enforce this policy is an
issue. One of the concerns of the university
has been about the proposed ban is shifting the
problem elsewhere.
“Does that mean
we’re going to run into
smoking-page 3

The wheels on the bus go 'round and 'round summer quarter
By Frank McNeilly
staff writer

frank.mcneilly@gmail.com

President Oscar Ocaña
threw up his arms in triumph as the ASEWU unanimously approved a referendum for summer bus passes.

Students enrolled at
Eastern during summer
quarter will now pay a $6.50
transportation fee to ride
the STA buses, instead of
paying $90 in total for two
monthly bus passes.
“The
referendum
shows that we fully sup-

port this and it’s not just
Oscar going ahead with
this,” Executive Vice President Kaleb Hoffer said.
“All of the student government is on the same
page.”
According to ASEWU
Office Assistant Lindsey

Petroni, the administration has made it possible
for EWU staff and faculty
to use the STA buses during the summer since the
opportunity was made
possible for summer students.
“I think it’s a great

thing for the students,”
Hoffer said. “The students
having transportation really helps us with our retention because it really
does cut down the cost
that the students have
to pay in order to get to
school.”
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Students arrested
during dorm search
By Dylan Coil
news editor

easterner.news@gmail.com

Two Eastern roommates
in Pearce Hall were booked
on charges of possession with
intent to deliver and using
a campus building for drug
purposes last Sunday, April 1.
According to EWU Police
Detective Quincy Burns, a
search warrant was executed
after a community adviser in
Pearce hall smelled the odor
of marijuana and contacted
EWU Police.
When officers arrived to
the ninth floor of Pearce Hall,
they went to the source of
the odor, room 903, inhabited by Malcom Donohoe, 20,
and Nathan Price, 20, and
inquired if the two students
had been smoking marijuana
or if they had any illegal substances in their possession.
Both men denied all accusations and did not allow police
to search their room without
a warrant.
According to Burns, Police secured the dorm room,
didn't allow anyone in and
detained the students until a
search warrant could be obtained.
“Marijuana can be considered a recreational drug and
that’s an individual opinion,
but the bottom line is when
illegal drugs are involved,
there’s always a higher risk
for violence,” Burns said.

Burns said that there is
even more of a risk for violence when students engage
in illegal activity in the residence halls. He added that,
with such a high volume of
students in one location, “every one of them could be endangered.”
“Parents always ask how
we’re keeping people safe,”
said Burns. “We take this
quite seriously. We make every effort to make this a safe
environment.”
Burns said that there was,
“no evidence of weapons,”
or evidence that the suspects
were “associated with any
type of weapons.”
According to Burns, increased law enforcement
efforts have brought more
attention to the problem of
drug use and sales in the area,
and the increased violence associated with this type of illegal activity has also captured
the attention of the media,
leading to a change in public
opinion despite the frequency
of drug use generally staying
the same.
“Marijuana
availability and use has always been
prevalent,” Burns said.
There are so many variables when dealing with illegal activity and some people
can take things into their
hands, and “Each individual
call is dealt with. … We go
case by case and take the appropriate action,” Burns said.

Options explored
to improve success
By Frank McNeilly
staff writer

frank.mcneilly@gmail.com

A new committee is collecting data scrutinizing the
possibilities of improving
student success between now
and the end of spring quarter.
The Student Success
and Retention Committee is
made up of professors and
the ASEWU academic affairs
representative.
Majid Sharifi, a government professor and co-chair
of the Student Success and
Retention Committee, is
forming a chart that will outline the needs of improving
student success.
Sharifi said that one of the
immediate goals of the committee is to get the opinions
of students, teachers and administrators so that they can
work together to improve
student success.
Eric
Palomino,
the
ASEWU academic affairs
representative, said that the
opinions of the students and
staff are essential to know
before coming up with a plan
to improve student success.
Palomino said, “We have
to … ask the administrators,
faculty and students to get all
that information and analyze

it and come up with reasonable measures.”
According to Palomino,
the reasonable measures
could include more academic resources like technology or tutoring services
depending on what the students say would help them
be more successful.
“It’s really hard to develop … questions to send faculty like ‘What do students
need to be successful?” Palomino said. “Out of all the
faculty, if you send out a
survey … you’re going to get
400 [different] responses."
Palomino said the goals
of the committee are to find
what students need, how to
improve the measures and
procedures of the administration, how to make Eastern look better and make
students more successful.
“We can’t just say ‘this
is what we need to be successful,’ because we can’t
talk on behalf of all our
students [off campus],”
Palomino said. “What
we’re trying to do is more
of a seer committee to see
where the direction as a
whole institution [goes].
… We all need to be on the
same page.”
retention-page 5

Hypothermia claims student's
life during Gonzaga kayak trip
Adventure programs,
such as EWU's EPIC,
mourn tragic death,
illuminating the
dangers of outdoor
sporting activities
By Trevor Parus
staff writer

trevparus@gmail.com

On April 1, first-year student
Chris Gormley from Gonzaga University died from hypothermia during a kayaking accident. This incident has affected both the Gonzaga
and outdoor community.
The administration from Gonzaga sent out an email to the students
showing their condolences for the
family.
“The thoughts and prayers of
this student body and its many extensions are with Chris, his family
and his friends. While we celebrate
his life and legacy, so too do we celebrate the many ways in which it
lives on,” said the email to Gonzaga
students.
John Fair, program director of
EPIC Adventures at Eastern, expressed his feelings for the Gormley
family and the Gonzaga community.
“It’s definitely a tragedy and my
thoughts are with the outdoor program there [at Gonzaga], the people
involved there and Chris’s family. …
It affects our whole community. We
all feel the effect,” Fair said.
EPIC Adventures is Eastern’s
outdoor program, which is part of
student affairs. EPIC offers “nonmotorized outdoor adventures”
which includes flat-based kayaking,
canoeing, white-water rafting, rock
climbing, skiing, snowboarding and
many more.
When participating in any EPIC
Adventures event all students must
sign a liability waiver.
Currently all EPIC Adventure
liability forms are the same for all
events.
“It’s an acknowledgement of risk
form. People are just acknowledging what they are getting into has
risk involved,” Fair said.
According to Fair, EPIC Adventures focuses on risk management,
which is dedicated to mitigating the
possibility of risk. However, Fair
said that all risks cannot completely
be removed.
“We can’t assure safety. All of
these activities have risk. What we
do is spend a significant amount
of our time and energy mitigating
those risks. … The only way to eliminate risk is to not participate,” Fair
said.
Every three to four years EPIC
hires an external agency to come in
and look at the program’s risk management practices.

Photo by Mikayla Napier
EPIC signage represents EWU's outdoor organization. Kayaking is one of EPIC's activities.

“We have them look at our risk
management practices from start
to finish, basically they do an audit.
They point out where we have blind
spots, where we have holes, where we
can get better and then we adjust our
practices from there,” Fair said.
Fair said Gormley’s death will
have an effect on some of EPIC’s
practices. However, because the details behind Gormley’s death are unclear, any specific practices could not
be addressed.
Frank Lentini, a student studying
outdoor recreation, said that he was
shocked when he heard what happened and was deeply saddened.
Lentini, who also kayaks, said that
there are risks and dangers when

kayaking and offered advice for fellow kayakers.
“It’s super sad. As a fellow kayaker, it’s eye opening to make sure
you’re paying attention as to what’s
going on out there. Dress warm when
you’re going out there. Just be careful,” Lentini said.
In a press release from Gonzaga
University, President Thayne M. McCulloh expressed his condolences for
the Gormley’s family and the University.
“All of us at Gonzaga join together to extend our deepest sympathies
to Chris’s parents, Chris and Susan
Gormley, his 13-year-old brother,
Tim, and his entire family,” Dr. McCulloh said.

Championship plates come
to EWU, scholarships grow
Sold through the department of licensing, plates will cost $38
By Kristie Hsin
senior reporter

Spring Gardener’s

SPECIALS

The Flower Shop
Greenhouse
COMING SOON!
CHENEY DO IT BEST

2664 First Street,
Cheney Plaza, Cheney, WA

509.235.BEST
(2378)

www.doitbest.com
Cheney Do It Best 4-11-12
2x5, Process

khhsin@gmail.com

EWU’s Office of Alumni
Advancement announced
the release of the newest
EWU Eagle license plates.
The process of getting
new plates began last year
in February. The EWU license plates are currently
on sale.
According to Director
of Alumni Advancement
Lisa Poplawski, EWU has
awarded 38 EWU Alumni
Awards at $1,000 each
in the last few years. Five
were awarded to freshmen,
four to transfers, four to
graduate students, ten to
returning EWU students
and 15 to those with family
alumni.
"The plates are such an
excellent way to give to
an EWU scholarship and
show school spirit," said
Poplawski. "They are fun
[and] they can be personalized."
There are also license





JAN

L

2012

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
Graphic courtesy of EWU marketing and communications
Graphic of championship license plates shows the finalized design chosen by the University.

plates for motorcycles.
The plates were designed by Eastern’s Senior
Graphic Designer Ryan
Gaard. The plate’s theme
honors EWU’s 2010 National Football Championships.
According to Poplawski,
the process of getting the
plates designed and ready
took longer than anticipat-

ed because original designs
were perceived as gang
signs.
Plates are $38 and according to Poplawski, most
of the money goes to the
students.
Through the EWU license plate program, approximately $250,000 had
been raised for student
scholarships.

“It goes to the general scholarship office and
it’s awarded to students
through that,” Poplawski
said in a later interview.
License plates are sold
through the Department of
Licensing.
Students, faculty, staff
and alumni can go into any
Department of Licensing
and get the plate.
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Offices hop across campus

Smoking:

The Office of Undergraduate Studies
is moving from Hargreaves Hall room
103 to Showalter Hall room 115. Headed
by Associate Vice Provost for Programs,
Policies and Operations Mark Baldwin,
the office evaluates undergraduate services, programs, reviews and revised
university academic policies.

issues with all the homes
across the street from us?
… We don’t want to aggravate all of the neighbors of
the university,” Connelly
said.
According to Lutey, the
board of trustees asked for
a status report in the fall of
2012 and a recommendation in whether or not to
continue with a smoking
ban in January 2013.
“It’s also sending a
message that we’re trying
to promote healthy lifestyles,” Connelly said.
Trent Lutey said that
while there are current
smoking laws in place, the
campus atmosphere creates a unique complexity
to the proximity of people
to one another.
“If you look at the geography of the campus, if you
go 25 feet from any building, it’s not like you’re out
of the way of everybody.
You’re still in a very commonly used area.”
Alternatives to banning the entire campus
include banning specific
areas of campus or designating specific areas for
students to smoke. Connelly said this has been
proposed in the past, but
it does not satisfy everyone.
Currently, there have
been no decisions to implement a smoking policy,
but according to Connelly,
the administration is in
an “information gathering
stage.”
Harrell said that she
would be included in developing a survey for the
students. She currently
informs student to the
hazards of smoking, but
said that more action
needs to be taken. She
said that the current situation isn’t conducive to

Under the direction of Program Director Sara Sexton-Johnson, the Running Start office will be moving to Senior Hall 345. The office was previously
located in Hargreaves Hall 103. The
program offers students the chance to
earn college credit while still in high
school. Participation in the program

Undergraduate studies offers
numerous university resources
By Kristie Hsin
senior reporter

khhsin@gmail.com

The Office of Undergraduate Studies offers support
and services to students, faculty and staff.
Staff and faculty members work to develop and
evaluate
undergraduate
courses, programs and more.
The office also provides services to faculty for teaching,
learning and assessment for
graduate and undergraduate
courses.
Resources offered to faculty and staff from the Office
of Undergraduate Studies includes new faculty support,
faculty orientation, eHandbook, classroom observation,
Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning and Faculty Teaching and Learning Resources.
In addition, the Office
of Undergraduate Studies
maintains communication
with community colleges
through programs and supports high schools in collaboration with the Running
Start program.
In support of students
and their college careers, undergraduate academic advising works to help students
fulfill general requirements,
deciding majors, class scheduling and more.
“I didn’t know these services were offered there or

“Coming in as
a freshman, ... I
didn't know what
things I needed
to do or ask
about.”
Russell Jones

else I would have gone there
sooner. My undergraduate
adviser wasn’t very helpful
to me. Coming in as a freshman with no idea of what
I was doing, I didn’t know
what things I needed to do
or ask about,” senior Russell
Jones said.
The Office of Undergraduate Studies is now
relocated to Showalter Hall
115 from its previous location in Hargreaves Hall 103.
Sophomore
Amanda
Ambach said, “I love my
adviser. She’s been very
helpful in showing me what
I need to do in order to be
a dental hygienist. She
answers questions that I
would have never thought
to ask and my academic
success is partly because of
her guidance.”

gives local high school juniors and
seniors up to two years of tuition-free
college credit.
In addition, the Office of Global
Initiatives will also be relocating to
Hargreaves Hall room 103, the previous location of the Running Start
office.

Running Start students keep
flooding Cheney's campus
By Kristie Hsin
senior reporter

khhsin@gmail.com

Eastern has been involved with Running Start
for more than 17 years and
has since seen a steady increase in the number of participating students.
EWU currently has 375
Running Start students, according to Program Director
Sara Sexton-Johnson.
“There has been a healthy
interest in the program for
many years. Running Start
is not for every student so it
is important that both high
school counselors and EWU
staff work together to assist
students in their decision
to participate in Running
Start,” Sexton-Johnson said
in an email.
Students in high school
participating in the Running
Start program are required
to apply to EWU as incoming freshman. In addition to
meeting admission requirements, students are also required to attend Eastern’s
summer orientation program.
Freshman Conner McNeilly said, “Not a lot of my
friends from [high] school
are doing Running Start with
me and I think that’s the only
downfall. I like the freedom
and the class environment of
college classes. Even though

it’s a lot harder than high
school, I know it’s important
for me to learn sooner than
later and Running Start does
just that for me.”
McNeilly is in his last
year at Cheney High School.
He hopes to pursue a career
in chemical engineering.
In the last two years, the
academic advising office and
running start office have
worked together in helping
students from high school in
the Running Start program
make the transition into
EWU.
“Eastern’s done a lot and
still has more we can do in relation to having a policy that
all freshmen are assigned an
academic adviser,” Assistant
Director of General Undergraduate Academic Advising
Patty Rockwell said.
Other universities offering the Running Start program include Washington
State University, Central
Washington University and
Evergreen State College.
“Running Start student
needs are accommodated
through an office of staff
specifically designed to serve
Running Start students,”
said Sexton-Johnson. “Running Start is a vital program
that serves not only to enrich our campus, but creates good will and positive
relationships with area high
schools.”

continued from front page

students who have to walk
by smokers.
“This does not give
much help to the nonsmoking students who have
to walk through clouds of
smoke on campus,” Harrell
said in an email.
The survey is currently
being developed, but will
be administered electronically.
Students such as Morgan Howard, who is double
majoring in anthropology and women’s studies,
thinks the ban is extreme.
“I think that it’s a little
too far to ban it because
this is a public university. I
don’t think it’s right. If we
were a private university,
I could understand,” Howard said.
Michael
Schomburg,
who also studies anthropology, said that banning
smoking may affect students in the academic field.
“Considering that would
hamper a lot of students
ability to focus, I think it’s
a little bit too far. But it’s
a tricky situation,” Schomburg said.
When asked if there
were designated smoking
areas, Schomburg said he
would be fine with that,
however Howard questioned that idea.
“You have ten minutes to
get to class in a lot of cases,
that ten minutes you can’t
just stop somewhere and
smoke because you may be
late for class. … For me, it
wouldn’t be a big deal, but
you can’t just take a few
peoples’ perspectives. You
have to think of the whole
population,” Howard said.
Harrell disagrees with
designated smoking areas,
but for different reasons.
“I have thought about
designated smoking areas
and after doing research of
campuses that have smoking areas, I am convinced
that an entirely tobaccofree campus is more appropriate.”

PUB improvements
come from Tri-Fund
Funds coming from three sources will be suspended
at the end of the year after installation of TVs
By Frank McNeilly
staff writer

frank.mcneilly@gmail.com

The Tri-Fund used to
make renovations to the
PUB is seeing its last days
with two projects that were
approved spring quarter
2011.
A TV project and a composting project were approved last spring.
According to University Bookstore Operations
Manager Davon Tinker, the
TV project will cost around
$15,457: $10,667 for wiring
and $4,790 for TVs. The
composting project has not
moved forward, but was
estimated to be no more
than $4,500 according to
the student union board of
control.
According to Tinker, the
Tri-Fund balance would be
$36,751.72 after costs of
the TV project.
The
Tri-Fund
was
formed in 2002 in an effort
to find funding for making
renovations to the PUB.
The Tri-Fund was funded

for the final time last year.
“The funding comes
from three sources: students, PUB operations and
the university,” Associate
Vice President of Auxiliary
and Business Services LeeAnn Case said in an email.
“All need to agree to fund
and it is based on the projects proposed. Due to the
discussions regarding a
PUB remodel, we did not
propose any major projects
for this year, therefore did
not seek to fund the TriFund [spring 2011].”
According to PUB director Bob Anderson, a group
of students attending Eastern in 2001, including then
ASEWU Vice President Dan
Clark, and Anderson were
thinking of how to find a
way to fund improvements
to the PUB.
“The PUB has always
had a very limited budget
for improvement,” Anderson said. “The revenue
would barely cover expenses, so we never had [any]
leftover to make minor improvements.”

“We wanted to make
sure no one used [the
funds] for individual department improvements,”
Anderson said. “[ASEWU]
couldn’t buy furniture, the
bookstore couldn’t buy cash
registers. … It was meant to
be more of something that
the public could see.”
According to Anderson,
all of the following renovations were funded from the
Tri-Fund: the commuter
lounges, the remodeling
of PUB 204, 205 and 206,
the furniture for the PUB
lounge, the new furniture in
the lobby, the PUB wireless
and the cyber cafe desks.
Once the balance of the
Tri-Fund is completely
gone, funding will have to
come from other sources.
“We are working with
facilities and ASEWU to
establish a list of future
projects including cost estimates,” Case said in an
email. “Once the project
list is determined and estimates are available, we will
determine the options of
funding sources.”

Sign a new lease at Eagle Point for the 2012-2013 school year by April 30th
to receive a discount on your rent and be entered to win 1 MONTH FREE RENT!
Promotion applies to qualified and approved applicants only.

What do you think about
smoking on campus?

Take our unofficial survey by
snapping this QR code
or go to:
http://svy.mk/Hw0OGK

Call today - 509.363.1090
1090 W Betz Rd .. Cheney, WA 99004

Studio, 1, 2, 3 &: 4
bedroom units available

Visit iRentSpokane.com

Scan the QR code with your smartphone
to learn more about our floorplans.
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Non-smoking campus looms over the horizon
easterner.opinion@gmail.com

On March 23, the EWU Board
of Trustees adopted WAC 172122-310, a revised set of smoking
regulations, which will become
effective toward the end of May.
Under WAC 172-122-300, Eastern’s previous set of smoking regulations, tobacco use was limited to
designated smoking areas, with the
appropriate provost/vice-president
responsible for designating smoking areas under the guidelines.
Smoking wasn’t allowed in
any of the buildings on campus
and all designated smoking areas
had to have physical barriers and
ventilation systems that prevented toxic smoke and its contaminants from entering nonsmoking
areas. Smoking wasn’t permitted
in non-posted areas.
Now, with WAC-172-122-310,
the regulations are much tighter.

Under the new rules, the use
of tobacco products is prohibited
“within any building or vehicle
owned or leased by EWU, [including] residence halls and university apartments.”
And like state laws, smoking will not be allowed “within
twenty-five feet of entrances, exits,
windows that open and ventilation
intakes of any building owned,
leased, or operated by EWU.”
“Tobacco products” have been
redefined as well to include any
kind of burning device, such as cigarettes, cigars, pipes, bidis and clove
cigarettes. It also includes electronic
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, as well as
smokeless or spit tobacco, snuff,
snus and dissolvable tobaccos.
“Any person intentionally violating this section may be subject
to a civil fine of up to one hundred dollars,” according to the

new regulation.
The Easterner does not necessarily advocate the use of tobacco. The health consequences are
many and the amount of money
the tobacco corporations make is
disturbing, especially when one
thinks about how many people
die from their products. However,
what The Easterner does advocate is personal responsibility.
Creating designated smoking areas is definitely the best thing to do,
both out of respect and to limit the
health risks of second-hand smoke
to others. The WAC-172-122-310
calls for the ban of smokeless tobacco and chew. But how, exactly, does
chew or dissolvable tablets pose a
second-hand risk to anyone else?
“I am a nonsmoker because it is
unhealthful, too many of my family members and friends have died
horrible deaths as a result of smok-

ing,” Pat Spanner wrote on EWUs
discussion board for WAC-172122-310. “Exposure to second- and
third-hand smoke has been scientifically proven to be a health hazard,
and it makes my hair and clothing
smell offensive. In order to enter
any building on campus, nonsmokers must frequently walk through a
cloud of smoke — often within 25
feet of entrances. That is a clear violation of my basic right to life.”
Yet WAC-172-122-310 is a
clear violation of our right to live
our lives the way we want, especially when we take into consideration the ban on smokeless tobacco. If we’re to believe Spanner,
or any of the authors of WAC172-122-310, then we’re supposed
to realize that this is because second-hand smoke is dangerous.
True. Still, it doesn’t explain
the ban on smokeless tobacco.

Through the Eagle’s Eye

What it says to us, in other
ways, is that WAC-172-122-310 is
for our own good. This is a form of
moral legislation. The government,
or any other citizen, has no right
to legislate morality. If it’s found
that frowning leads to other people
frowning, and suicide rates skyrocket, then WAC-smiles-777 might
be just around the corner. This
draconian law will force us to smile,
because second-hand frowning kills.
Sad music won’t be allowed either.
Smoking may not be good for
your health, but it’s a personal responsibility. Laws to limit where
one can smoke is understandable,
but laws limiting how one consumes tobacco is unconstitutional.
WAC-172-122-310 may not be
the best way to get people to quit,
because, as history shows us, nothing galvanizes resistance better than
the regulation of free will.

Interviews by Derek Brown, photos by Aaron Malmoe

"What do think about Invisible Children?"

"It’s kind of messed up.
It’s bad that the children
are being forced into war.
Everyone I know is talking about Kony."

Dalton Brown

"I think it’s something
that people should have
been paying attention to
a long time ago instead
of now, where there’s a
trendy online video."

Kyle Harding

"I feel like there’s a lot of
stuff that people need to
look at about the whole
situation. They need to
learn more about it."

Jolai Persinger

"I think it’s great that

"I watched the video

they’re actually trying to

when it first came out

get the word out. A lot

and was affected by

of major political events

it. It made me want to

don’t get the coverage

become part of it."

they need."

Perla Ochoa

Sarah Erickson

Invisible Children movement leads America to oil Kony 2012
By Derek Brown
opinion editor

easterner.opinion@gmail.com

Editor's Note: This is the final
part of a series on this topic.

On April 20, 2012, Invisible
Children wants us to take to
the streets and make Joseph
Kony famous. Most people
don't know that their support
may lead to another American
occupation in the name of oil.
The United States Africa
Command, commonly known
as Africom, was established
on Oct. 1, 2007. However,
America had been interested in
setting up an African Command since Clinton was in
office in the 1990s.
In the early part of the
2000s, the African Oil Policy
Initiative Group lobbied the
government and President
Bush to “encourage greater
extraction of oil across Africa,”
which declared, at least, the
Gulf of Guinea a vital interest
to the U.S.
In 2006, former Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
recommended to then President Bush findings he and his
committee had found about
maintaining a presence in
Africa.
The Democratic Republic
of Congo is one of the most
resource-rich countries in Africa and is the largest country
in Africa. The country has
vast deposits of oil, diamonds,
copper, uranium and more.
Through Africom, America
has a stake in its wealth, which
will create wealth for multinational companies and hardly
for the country from which the
resources are drained.
“Longer-term U.S. engagement with Africa is likely to
be defined in terms of the
perceived increase in U.S. interests in the region as a result
of international terrorism, increased dependence on African
oil,,and the dramatic engagement of China with the continent in recent years,” wrote
Letitia Lawson of the Navy’s
own Naval Postgraduate
School in 2007. At the same

time, the Bush Administration
had just created Africom.
“Africa Command will
enhance our efforts to bring
peace and security to the
people of Africa and promote
our common goals of development, health, education, democracy, and economic growth
in Africa,” President Bush said
of the creation of Africom. If
it was to be anything like Iraq,
then we could already have
guessed what was going on
behind closed doors.
"African oil is of national
strategic interest to us and
it will increase and become
more important as we go
forward,” Walter Kansteiner,
the assistant secretary of State
for Africa, said in 2002, long
predated the Kony fad of 2012.
According to an article in
the Christian Science Monitor
dating to May 23, 2002, “the
region's crude oil production
surpassed four million barrels
a day in 2000, more than Iran,
Venezuela or Mexico. The U.S.
currently gets 16 percent of its
oil imports from sub-Saharan
Africa, almost as much as from
Saudi Arabia. And, according
to projections by the National
Intelligence Council, that proportion will reach 25 percent
by 2015, surpassing the entire
Persian Gulf.”
While Africom’s mission
statement is to bring peace and
prosperity to the long wartorn,and tragically exploited
continent, its history shows
something else entirely.
According to an article in
Foreign Policy of February
2011, Tullow Oil and Canada's
Heritage Oil and Gas found accessible crude oil in more than
90 percent of wells drilled, one
of the highest success rates in
the world.
In February of 2012,
Tullow and Uganda signed a
$10 billion deal to start drilling
for oil.
"It's important to remember that the Lake Albert Rift
Basin development will be
a long-term development
for Uganda over many years
- there's a lot of oil there,"
Tullow spokesman George

Cazenove told the BBC.
Tullow plans to sell twothirds of its interest to CNOOC,
a Chinese company.
China and America have,
for many years, been vying for
African oil. The phenomenon
is nothing new and stories of
this great rivalry can be found
in newspapers over the years.
According to a Reuters
report from 2006, China
imports oil from Angola,
Sudan, Republic of Congo and
equatorial Guinea, with Angola
as the most important. For its
part, “Angola accounted for 50
percent of China’s oil imports
from the continent and narrowly overtook Saudi Arabia to
become China’s top crude oil
supplier.”
China’s oil ventures don’t
stop with Angola. Just north
of Uganda, “China has also
benefited from its experience
in Sudan. About 50 percent of
China’s equity oil comes from
Sudan, and 65 percent of Sudan’s oil exports go to China,”
according to a report from
the Petroleum Intelligence in
2006.
The trend of searching for
oil in Africa is eastward, with
Uganda in the trajectory.
Ugandan criticism
The government of Uganda
took the time to speak out
against the Invisible Children
film and the anti-Kony campaign a couple of days after its
release.
“[We] would strongly urge
that any awareness campaign
fully takes into consideration
the current realities of the situation. The Lord’s Resistance
Army has been a concern of
this government since the late
'80s and have exacted a great
toll on the Ugandan people
and independent estimates
approximate that 30,000
children were abducted and
used as child soldiers over the
course of the 25-year conflict.”
The Ugandan government
stated that the media—in this
case, Invisible Children—have
contributed to misinterpretations which led people to

believe that the Lord’s Resistance Army is currently active
in Uganda.
“It must be clarified that at
present the Lord’s Resistance
Army is not active in any part
of Uganda. Successfully expelled by the Ugandan Peoples
Defence Forces in mid-2006,
the Lord’s Resistance Army
has retreated to dense terrain
within bordering countries in
the Central African area. They
are a diminished and weakened group with numbers not
exceeding 300,” the official
government statement said.
In the days that followed
the release of the Kony 2012
video, numerous journalists and Ugandans spoke out
against the perceived imperialism in the content of the video.
“Many African critics
unsurprisingly are crying
neo-colonialism,” the Ugandan Reader’s Angelo Opi-Aiya
Izama said. “This is because
these campaigns are disempowering of their own voices.
… At the end of the day, the
Kony 2012 campaign will
not make Joseph Kony more
famous, but it will make Invisible Children famous. It will
also make many, including
P. Diddy, feel like they have
contributed some good to his
capture -- assuming Kony is
even alive.”
For Izama, the simplicity of
the good-versus-evil narrative
is that the good belongs to the
white race, the West, and the
bad belongs to the Africans.
It’s very reminiscent of the
excesses during the colonial
era interventions which left
Africa in shambles in the first
place. “These campaigns don’t
just lack scholarship or nuance.
They are not bothered to seek
it.”
Watch them grow
The number of viewers
continues to grow. It seems
everyone on Facebook has
posted something pertaining to
the Kony 2012 video.
But there’s a growing presence of non-supporters, too.
“I've trusted Invisible

Children for years, and may
have let that get the better of
my judgement. There are a
lot of things being brought up
against the Kony campaign
that shed quite the different
light,” posts one man on a
local “Cover the Night” event
page.
Another person posts:
“Not sure, it sounds like a
great cause, but it sounds like
information on what is really
needed as far as money to
help the situation is not being
taken care of in this specific
fundraising organization.”
Then, another young
woman on the Kony 2012
event page just agreed to go.
She’s the newest supporter
and recruit posting on the
wall. Not knowing anything
about Uganda, she writes:
“A lot of Jews were killed
in WWII before Hitler was
stopped, but good thing
we didn't say, ‘This should
have been done years ago
and won't make much of a
difference now.’ Just food for
thought.”
Despite everything we
know about the situation,
Kony’s absence, the lack
of Lord’s Resistance Army
attacks in Uganda, the oil,
Uganda’s state of peace and
rebuilding, as well as Invisible
Children’s lack of integrity—a
growing number of people,
just like this one girl, believe
what they’re doing is right.
Can 100 million viewers
be wrong?

exposes
the pain
in Uganda

By Mikayla Napier
staff photographer

mikaylanapier@gmail.com

Kony 2012, a video that
received almost 56 million
views in four days, is now the
most viral video in history
and its supporters are gearing
up for the April 20 event to
make Joseph Kony famous.
In the Kony 2012 video,
Invisible Children, the
organization behind it attempts to show the viewer
the atrocities committed by
the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) leader Joseph Kony.
The LRA has pillaged and
terrorized villages in Uganda, Congo, South Sudan
and Central African Republic for about 20 years.
The rebel leader stands
accused of kidnapping up to
30,000 children in northern
Uganda and neighboring
countries, turning the girls
into sex slaves and the boys
into his soldiers. Kony has
also orchestrated the deaths
of thousands of people.
Kony is wanted for his
crimes against humanity
and numerous war crimes
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history of eastern in pictures

Photo courtesy of EWU Libraries
Above: This is a view across the campus mall from Tawanka Commons looking toward the Science
Building. This view is probably from the late 1970s or early 1980s, showing the mall before it was
re-landscaped.
Right: Today, the landscape looks a lot different. Set pathways are distinct to help students get to
class easier, as well as the landscaping surrounding the campus mall. Picnic tables are scattered
around the outskirt of the mall for people to sit at, especially during warm days in Cheney. The campus mall is a major location for events, such as the annual Neighbor Festival and other entertainment hosted by Eagle Entertainment.
Photos on right by Aaron Malmoe

EWU Crossword
By Cheyenne Dunham
and Amy Meyer
for the easterner

Across
2. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ University
suffered a recent loss from
its student body with the
passing of Chris Gormley.
3. The Office of Undergraduate Studies is being moved
from Hargreaves Hall to _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Hall.
8. Tim Armstrong relies on
his _ _ _ _ _ to carry him
through the track and field
season.
9. The United States Africa
Command is more commonly known as
_ _ _ _ _ _.
13. Sorority Alpha Xi Delta is
hosting a fundraiser for _ _
_ _ _ _ awareness.
15. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Valeria is one of the three
coaches just hired to assist
the head football coach.
17. Newly established
smoke-free campus

Armstrong:
continued from page 9

minutes and 57 seconds to
get ready for your next event.
You can’t undo a poor performance.”
On Saturday, Armstrong
responded and ran the 60-me-

Kony:
continued from page 4

by the international criminal
court since 2005, but Kony
is still at large and still active
in committing these crimes.
Yet the Kony 2012 video
received a lot of negative remarks. Comments ranged
from Invisible Children lacking transparency as an organization to the video itself
simplifying the situation in
Central Africa. They have addressed some of the reasons
for their lack of transparency.
However, this video did exactly what it was put out to
do: raise awareness of who
Joseph Kony is, what he is
doing and to inspire America’s youth to do something.
The video shows people
hurting and it strikes a deeper
chord of truth within humanity: that borders shouldn’t define our action or our concern
for a fellow human being,
which is why it went viral.
“I congratulate the hundreds of thousands of Americans who have mobilized to
respond to this unique crisis of

19. Joseph _ _ _ _ is associated with the "Invisible Children" controversy.
20. EWU thrower Haley
Tank remembers her brother with a tattoo on her
_ _ _ _ _ _ _.
21. The Saudi _ _ _ _ _ _
Lead Club consists of six
members and is tied to the
Saudi Club.

4. The Student Success and
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Committee is about "increasing
diversity without lowering
the standard of education."
5. EWU thrower Mari
Binghame struggled with a
torn _ _ _ _ _ _
this past season.
6. President Arevalo still
owns a red _ _ _ _ _ _ _
today.

22. Eastern has been involved with the
_______ _____

7. Three coaches were just
hired to assist Beau
_______.

program for 17 years, which
helps high school students
adjust to college.

10. The Office of Alumni Advancement released newly
designed
_______ ______.

23. Without paying summer
tuition, summer
___
______
would be around $90.

Down
1. The Spokane Regional
First _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Competition brought teams
of high schoolers to EWU for
the first time.

11. Kiel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is
one of the three coaches just
hired to assist the head football coach.
12. Quarterback Kyle
_ _ _ _ _ _ aims to leave
Dallas, Texas for EWU.
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conscience,” President Obama
said in a statement, “We have
heard from the advocacy organizations, non-governmental
organizations, faith-based
groups, humanitarian actors
who lack access and those who
continue to work on this issue
in our own government. We
have seen your reporting, your
websites, your blogs and your
video postcards — you have
made the plight of the children
visible to us all. Your action
represents the very best of
American leadership around
the world, and we are committed to working with you in
pursuit of the future of peace
and dignity that the people
of who have suffered at the
hands of the LRA deserve.”
People lobbying and expressing their concerns towards this situation is what
got American troops sent to
help. Obama sent 100 elite
troops to help the four LRA
afflicted nations - Uganda,
Congo, South Sudan and
Central African Republic get
better at the basics of military blocking and tackling.
The goal is to help improve
equipment, communications
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14. Brian _ _Across
_______
16. The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
18. Tyler Hart and Zach
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is one of
Deli is now
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Johnson are not
team2 the_three
_ _ coaches
_ _ _ _ University
suffered
a
1 onlyThe
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assist theloss
headfrom
Hall
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andwith mates, but also
itstostudent
body
Competition brought teams of high
football coach.
members.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. schoolers toSolution-page
the passing of community
Chris Gormley.
EWU for the first8time.
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ter hurdles in a lifetime best
8.57 seconds and eventually
finished seventh in the heptathlon, helping to propel the
Eastern men to a best-ever
third place finish.
“It was mentally and physically one of the hardest indoor
track seasons that I’ve ever
had,” said Armstrong. “To

•
•
•
•
•
•
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The Office of Undergraduate Studies
is being moved from
Hargreaves Hall
come out at the end of it and
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to
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_
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_
_
_
_
_
_
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carry
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and
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19 Joseph _ _ _ _ isthe
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with the
Rear Admiral Brian
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'Invisible
Children'
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Losey, the top U.S. special
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20in Africa,
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operator
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According
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Success and
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coaches just hired to assist the head
football coach.
16 The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Deli is now open
Brewster Hall to serve students and
community members.
T 0DAY,
18 Tyler Hart and Zach Johnson are not
only teammates, but also _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_.
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Photo by Evan Sykes
Zak Lazar, of the Issaquah Robotics Society, inspects his team's robot at the Spokane Regional First Robotics Competition. Teams created robots capable of playing basketball with the theme "Rebound Rumble."

Robots invade Reese Court for competition
By Desireé Hood
staff writer

d.hood28@gmail.com

The Spokane Regional First
Robotics Competition, “Rebound Rumble,” came to Eastern for the first time for a competition filled with enthusiastic
high school students and fivefoot-tall robots shooting hoops.
“It’s competition, but it’s
not competition in the true
sense of how we know teams
going against each other. They
help each other,” Mary Jordan,
pit admin support volunteer,
said.

The high schools involved came from Washington, Idaho, Montana,
California and Oregon to
compete for a qualifying
spot at the world championship in St. Louis later
this month. The Spokane
Regional competition was
one of 55 similar events
happening throughout the
country. Fourteen different
countries will be sending
teams to the world championship.
The teams competed in
22 different competitions
with awards being given for

each one, as well as competing at the Rebound Rumble.
The top six teams will
advance, three of them
qualifying this weekend
at the game and the other
three teams from the different awards.
Teams can have up to
four team members on the
robotic playing field at one
time. There are six teams
on the court, three teams
to an alliance, colored blue
and red. They work together for team points as well
as individual team points.
They have two minutes and

fifteen seconds to score as
many baskets as they can
and then work with another
team to balance their robot
on a bridge.
The teams are known
for working together, sharing everything from parts to
wheels to battery wire. The
veteran teams that have
been competing for a longer time mentor the rookie
teams so that they help each
other.
“We got a great group
of mentors that are helping out guiding the kids,”
Jim Kackman, a parent

from team 4061 from Colfax, Wash., and Pullman,
Wash., said.
The teams have a sixweek period to build their
robot. The robot has to be
boxed and shipped by the
end of the six weeks or they
will be disqualified.
“It’s an intense process.
… Students will actually
stay up until midnight or 3
a.m. on school nights trying
to get it done,” Kelly Beck, a
tech support volunteer and
former participant, said.
Hundreds of students
participated in the robotic

event, learning a variety of
different skills.
“We think it is a real
good sport that kids can get
involved in outside of regular athletics,” Corey Jackson, a Platt Electric Supply corporate sponsor who
supports the teams in the
northwest region, said.
Kackman said, “It seems
like there is something for
everybody. There is computer programming, there
is advertising and there is
business planning. It’s a
good thing for high schoolaged kids to be involved in.”

Philanthropy chair champions autism awareness
By Jane Martin
contributing writer

janeun1t@gmail.com

Freshman Nicole Branstetter, Alpha Xi Delta's new
philanthropy chair, is putting
her passion to work through
organizing fundraisers and
raising autism awareness
alongside her sorority sisters.
In honor of Autism
Awareness Month, Alpha Xi
Delta will be hosting a spaghetti feed fundraiser on
Thursday, April 12.
According to Branstetter,
all donations will go directly
to Autism Speaks, the sorority’s national philanthropy.

Branstetter said that the
primary reason she was interested in joining this particular sorority was because
of their work with Autism
Speaks, although her desire
to assist those affected by
autism began long before she
started college.
"My nephew was diagnosed
with autism when he was two
years old, so it has always been
close to me," she said.
Her interest increased
when she began working
with children diagnosed with
autism in high school. She
did everything from tutoring
and focusing on social skills
to teaching a karate class for

autistic children during her
senior year.
"It helped them a lot," she
said. "It gave them a place
where they wouldn't feel different."
While Branstetter initially planned on pursuing a
career in education, she has
since decided that she wants
to work in occupational or
speech therapy.
In addition to her required philanthropic work
with Alpha Xi Delta, she
currently volunteers at The
Isaac Foundation at least
once a week.
The non-profit organization raises funds to assist

Apartments Available - Move In Specfalsl
It’s not too early to start making plans on housing for next year. We
offer very competative rental rates, including free rent, discounts on
monthly rent and Summer rental rates between $125 and $175 per month.
Leases run from 6 to 12, we don’t require a 12 month lease commitment.
Clean, quiet & friendly and same on-site staff for 23 years

or $425
•• 11 Bedroom
Bed room $450
$450 or
$425
on a
a 12
on
12 month
month lease
lease
•• 22 Bedrooms
Bed rooms $515
$51 s -- $560
$560 or
or
$490
$490 -- $535
$53S on
on 12
12 month
month lease
lease
•• $300
$300 Sea.i
rity Deposit
Deposit
Security
•• $75
$75 Carpet
Fee
Carpet Clean·1ng
Cleaning Fee
•• Cats
with Deposit
Deposit and
and Fee
Fee
Cats OK
OK with
•• Non-Smoking
Non-Smola ng Property
Property
•• Season
aI Outdoor
Ou1door Pool
Pool
Seasonal
•• Laundry
Laundry Facilities
Faci Iities

nicolejanelivingston@gmail.
com

Located
off of 1st Street Behind Del’s
Farm and Feed
l.mmil.r,l.rL.1111:~:ldilm
~J.m-11ia.

Call
509-235-8300 or
509-995-2268
C• ll 509-ll!i-lBOO
ar sm,.as-,UM
willowwood@centurytel.net
wlllawwoadtiDmnb.lryml,n.t
willowwoodvillage.com
wll1D11111111aodvlll11a.cam

Studio Loft
s at $395
studto
wftlltfflS
11 Bedmmn
Bedroom llarttng
starting It
at W5
$435

2 Bedrooms Starting at $525
2B~btlngd&,;

Before you spend more for housing you owe it to yourslef to check out what we have to offer.

-Autism now affects 1 in 88 children and 1 in 54 boys.
-More children will be diagnosed with autism this
year than with AIDS, diabetes and cancer combined.
-There is no medical detection or cure for autism.
-Autism is the fastest-growing serious developmental
disability in the U.S.
Source: autismspeaks.org

Spaghetti Feed to benefit Autism Speaks
When:Thursday, April 12th, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Alpha Xi Delta House at 324 Second St.
Cheney, WA 99004
Cost: Recommended donation: $5

Club promotes leadership, the empowerment
of women while building community at EWU
staff writer

WillowWoodVillage
Apartments
WlllawWaadVlll• g• Ap.
rtm• ntl
111
College
Hill
Street
11 1 Callag• HIii 5tr.t
Cheney
WA, 99004
a,.,• ,WA.98004

Did you know?

Saudi Ladies Lead
By Nicole Livingston

Weal:m
hawapub1.a1bi
INail• ble in
in.5,pdmne
near sec
We also have
apartments available
Spokane near
SCC 1.Ga,mga
& Gonzaga
Alpine Square Apartments
2918 E. South Riverton
Spokane WA, 99207
509-535-1134

families who do not qualify for
state coverage, but still cannot afford the kind of therapy
necessary for children diagnosed with autism, according
to founder and Alpha Xi Delta
alumna Holly Lytle.
Lytle said that Branstetter takes on a broad range
of tasks when she volunteers, which usually includes
a good deal of organization
and clerical work.
“She’s always looking for
connections in the community and she is definitely not
afraid to talk to people about
support,” Lytle said. “I wish I
had more volunteers like Nicole.”

Spring and new beginnings are in the air, especially for the women involved in
the Saudi Ladies Lead club.
After one meeting at the
Eagle Point apartments, the
club consists of six official
members. Four of the six
members are officers of the
club.
The club centralizes
around president Alyaa
Malibari’s thesis: of creating a leadership project
for females. In addition to
the parameters of the thesis, there are three central
ideas: building character,
being active and positive
members of community and
learning from American life.
All the members of Saudi
Ladies Lead are members of

Saudi Club, a club for Saudi
students. Malibari is also
vice president of Saudi Club.
According to Malibari, the
two clubs will work closely
together.
“We are working together all the time because we
are a family,” said Malibari.
Currently, the club is discussing ways to reach out to
other clubs and Greek life
members, as well as planning workshops.
Malibari says that she
hopes women will gain
strong character and balance from being in the club.
“To be a leader, you must
start from inside and that
is what our club is focusing
on,” said Malibari.
Olga Baron, director of
international projects and
partnerships, is the adviser
of the club and is working
on engaging the members in
the campus community.

“Beyond the club’s recognition, it’s important
to note that the club has a
great potential for any female student interested in
developing their leadership
potential and engage with
the campus community,”
said Baron.
Baron says this club is
different because of the opportunities it provides for
female students from Saudi
Arabia.
“The club is unique because, to my knowledge,
it is the only female Saudi
student leadership club in
the world. It builds a strong
foundation for community
outreach and personal as
well as professional skills
that club members can
benefit from throughout
their stay in the U.S. and
apply in their lives when
they go back to their home
country.”
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Photos by Doug Ault
(Above) Rodolfo and Nadine Arévalo spend their free time at Eastern attending a variety of events including musical performances, receptions for students and visiting dignitaries, and athletic events.
(Top right) The Arévalos have lived in the University House since Dr. Arévalo began his presidency in
2006.
(Right) The interior of the University House.

Arévalo
continued from front

Knowing Nadine was the one for him
was an easy decision. Big changes were
happening in his life and he wanted her
with him.
“I was getting ready to make another move
to another university and really felt ‘rather
than leave our relationship, that I would just
take her with me,’” he said.
Nadine Arévalo laughs, “Man of my
dreams.”
And fourteen years later, the couple
now lives in the University House on campus and is very active in the Eastern community. They come into the presidency as a
team in terms of entertaining and meeting
people, but the big decisions are left up to
him.
“The job for both of us is really 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week,” Rodolfo Arévalo
said.
Nadine Arévalo said, “When it comes to
decisions about the university, I wouldn’t
say I have any influence because he is the
one who knows about that, I really don’t.
I would say I probably don’t have a lot of
influence, nor, to be truthful, would I want
to.”
Rodolfo Arévalo laughs, “I would say
probably very little, mainly because it is common nature in either social occasions or just
her walking the campus to be asked about
things so that people know what I am thinking. Nine times out of 10, she knows about
decision about the time it is announced to the
campus.”
The couple attends a variety of events on
campus and in the community on a weekly
basis. “We always have a lot of opportunities
to go to any number of events on campus,
whether it’s music events, athletic events, receptions for students or visiting dignitaries,”
Rodolfo Arévalo said.
They also frequent the sporting events
to show support. From hockey, volleyball,
football, basketball and the occasional soccer
game or track meet, the couple tries to attend
as many games as their busy schedules will
allow.

“We are so thrilled that the teams are
doing so well and they put so much effort
into school. It amazes me how they do it,”
Nadine Arévalo said. “I just can’t imagine
doing all they do and still being able to
graduate, so we try to support them in any
way we can.”
Rodolfo Arévalo said, “We don’t have a lot
of personal time because there is a lot of time
where we are very lucky we have a free weekend because we have events. It may be one
thing that we have like on a Saturday, but it’s
in the middle of the day and so it sort of kills
your whole day. Or we even have events that
occur on Sunday.”
Their life is not all work and no play. A
couple times a year, they try to take a week
off to visit family. Part of the job also involves traveling and that has led to some
experiences that most people don’t get to
do.
“When we do have breaks or make breaks,
we’ll probably end up visiting family, the
grandkids,” Rodolfo Arévalo said.
Rodolfo Arévalo travels often and has
been to places like Russia, Spain, Japan,
Finland and China at least half a dozen
times.
His wife travels with him as often as
money allows. With the cost covered for
him and not for her, traveling to the more
exotic locations for Nadine Arévalo is limited.
When he was working at the University
of Texas Pan American in Edinburgh, Texas,
the exchange program was involved with
Salamanca, Spain. They were changing some
things in the program and invited him to visit
to see the changes happening.
“I used every last frequent flier mile
that he had and I went with him and I
would have to say that was probably the
best time I have ever had,” Nadine Arévalo
said.
Rodolfo Arévalo was a provost at the
time of the trip and they were allowed into
the vaults of the oldest university in the
world in Spain to look at ancient written
documents.
“It was just fantastic,” Nadine Arévalo
said. “It was just unbelievable.”
The president enjoyed Spain as well, but

eventually made his way to Russia where the
culture stood out to him.
“I like the expression of culture in Russia,” Rodolfo Arévalo said. “Sort of every
community you went to was a little different, a little unique and they had a very
great willingness to express their culture
through things that they did in the community.”
The couple recently went on a refueling
mission at Fairchild Air Force Base as a small
perk of the job.
“We went to Fairchild and went on one
of the tankers and flew to watch them refuel some jets over Oregon,” Rodolfo Arévalo
said.
Along with the traveling, Rodolfo Arévalo likes to go white-water rafting, downhill skiing and anything else that involves
speed.
“At one time when I was young, I worked
a lot on cars, so I helped friends build race
cars and helped one of my friends race a
sports car that he had,” Rodolfo Arévalo said.
“I think that’s why I have the inclination to
like sports cars.”
He does not race his own sports cars,
at least according to him. Nadine Arévalo
slightly disagrees.
“He has a lead foot,” Nadine Arévalo
said.
Her experiences have “a little more crazy” in them. She did a tandem skydive from
10,000 feet a few years ago and jumped off of
the Stratosphere in Las Vegas last year, both
with her second daughter.
“He likes to engage his mind … and I am
just kind of the opposite. I like to be more active,” Nadine Arévalo said. “I am a little more
crazy than him.”
Rodolfo Arévalo said, “I don’t do crazy
things.”
When the couple is at home, they lead a
“boring life,” according to Nadine Arévalo.
They go to movies where the president often
sheds a tear.
“He cries at movies. It’s kind of funny,”

Nadine Arévalo said. “[Rodolfo Arévalo is]
very soft-hearted, which you don’t really see
at all in his position.”
They enjoy dancing, listening to jazz and
going to the 10 a.m. Mass on Sundays.
They often stay for coffee and donuts
after Mass, where the president dunks his
donuts into coffee with a small amount of
cream.
“On a social occasion, I will drink coffee,
but my drink of preference is tea with a lot of
lemon,” Rodolfo Arévalo said.
Both of them came from meager means
and that has helped them with their decisionmaking throughout life. The president enjoys
dressing in nice clothes and suits, but the
price has to be marked down.
He refuses to buy a car new, and has
two Porsches that he purchased, both
used. Along with the 1973 graduation gift
to himself, the couple bought a 1999 blue
Porsche.
Nadine Arévalo suggested once that they
get some work done on the ‘73, and that did
not go over well.”
He looked at me and he says ‘You know
what honey, I have had that car longer than
I have had you,’ and I took that as a ‘Nope, I
guess he’s not getting rid of it,’” she laughed.
“That was his comment with a smile on his
face.”

For a tour inside the University
House with Nadine Arévalo,
scan this QR code with your
smartphone.
http://bit.ly/IL4nCV

Upcoming Events

Wednesday, April 11:
DVD: Sperm Donor X:
A Different Conceptionnoon-1 p.m.- 207 Monroe
Hall

Saturday,
April
14:
Not Buying It: Portrayals
of Gender in the Medianoon-1:30 p.m.- EWU Riverpoint Campus, Phase 1
Building, Room 114
Tuesday, April 17:
Violence Survivor Community Resources Panelnoon-1 p.m.- Kingston 137
Marc Elliot- 7 p.m.-PUB
MPR
Wednesday, April 18:
Contemporary Issues in
Feminist Research: Great
Expectations:
Boomers,
Gen X, and iGen, Understanding Our Generational
Differencesnoon-12:50
p.m.- 207 Monroe
Thursday, April 19:
The "Gay And Grey" Program in Portland, Oregon:
Providing Services, Advocacy and Educational

Outreach for LGBT Older
Adults- 2-3:00 p.m.- 207
Monroe
Comedian "Ant"- 7 p.m.PUB MPR

Wednesday, April 25:
The Ontological Transcendence of the Supposed
Other: The Orientalization
of Women of Color- noon12:50 p.m.- 207 Monroe
Hall
Friday-Sunday,
27-29:
Family Weekend

April

Friday, April 27:
Open Mic Night- 7 p.m.PUB Atrium (In front of
Baldy's)
Saturday, April 28:
Club Vegas- 6 p.m.- PUB
MPR
Joseph Tran- 9 p.m.Showalter Auditorium
Tuesday, May 1:
Contemporary Issues in
Feminist Research: The
Job
Nobody
Wanted-

noon-12:50 p.m.- 207
Monroe Hall
Monday, May 7:
What Kind of Job Can I Get
With a Women's and Gender Studies Degree?: 11:00
a.m.- noon- 207 Monroe
Thursday, May 10:
How Don't Ask, Don't Tell
Led to the Witt Standard4:00-5:00 p.m.- 109 Showalter
Thursday, May 10:
Lavendar
Graduation6:00 p.m.- Showalter Rotunda
Friday, May 11:
Etiquette Luncheon- noon1:30 p.m.- 215 Tawanka
Thursday, May 17:
Jackie Tohn- noon-2 p.m.Campus Mall
Thursday, May 24:
Root Down- noon-2 p.m.Campus Mall (MPR Rainout)
Tuesday-Thursday,
May 29- June 1:
Last Blast

Ramen Tuna
Casserole
ingredients
- 1 Package Ramen. Any

a recipe by Josh Friesen

making it

---- 1L Can
Gurr water
t~tat@r packed

Boil ramen until cooked. Drain all
the water out. Add can of tuna.
~s m~ until
tll1l I:, mixed.
W
''i" WY cl Add cheese.
Stir
ta!1t until
Q-JfiTf cheese
,,,,c,,re"" 'e' is
'~; melted.
'ili':i;l[1':g(0J,,
Stir

- 2 slices American

Enjoy!

flavor.

1

t{DJ1:f1,,
tuna.

cheese.

Cost

around $3

0

http://bit.ly/IoxZr3

Have a recipe you think we should make on Dorm Gourmet?
Send an email to easterner.eaglelife@gmail.com.
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Police Beat

Throwers:
continued from page 10

Valentine’s Day weekend,
because that was the last
time my dad saw me compete,” Bingham said.
Bingham’s dad passed
away in 2010. Dealing with
the loss has been an ongoing struggle.
“It definitely was a
wake-up call because it was

~--,.

:l

0

...

··, .r -.

like, ‘Wow, this is my dad,
this is my best friend, this
is my coach,’” said Bingham. “Now it’s like I have
to figure out things myself
and push myself, but then
try to remember what he
kind of told me.”
Like Bingham, Tank has
dealt with a tragedy.
During her junior year
Tank’s 14-year-old brother
was diagnosed with Leukemia and she turned out

to be the best match for
the transplant.
Tank donated bone
marrow to her brother,
but three months later he
passed away.
“It’s been a process since then, but I’ve
learned so much,” said
Tank. “I’ve become a much
better person from all of
it. From just watching him
get sick, doing the surgery
and losing him, it was a

process. I definitely have
become a more mature
person through it.
“I know what’s important in life. I look around
and see a lot of people who
don’t have the same experiences.”
EWU track and field is
in Spokane April 12 for the
Whitworth Twilight meet
and in Ellensburg, Wash.
and April 14 for the Spike
Arlt Invitational.
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April 6

12:30 a.m.
DUI
EWU police
conducted a
routine traffic stop and
made an
arrest for a
DUI. The
person was
not a student.

I

lf

10:20 a.m.
Theft
A student in LA hall
reported a theft after an
acquaintance visited her
room. The student left the
person alone in her room
briefly and later discovered that electronic items,
including a digital recorder and a cell phone, were
missing. The incident is
under investigation.
Collision
An EWU vehicle was
making a delivery in a
parking lot near Tawanka
and the driver returned
to find dents and paint
scrapes on the side of the
vehicle and saw another
vehicle speeding away.
There are no suspects at
this time.

Padron:
continued from front

the tradition of great quarterbacks there,” Padron added.
Padron said that him and
Mitchell had a good relationship while at SMU and that
they have continued to stay in
touch. According to Padron,
he owes a lot of his success to
his predecessor.
“He showed me how the
offense worked at SMU and
he was always somebody I
could go talk to whether it was
about football or not,” Padron
said. “He’s a good influence
and a good guy.”
Mitchell agreed that
him and Padron have remained close. He believes
Padron is capable of becoming a solid quarterback
at Eastern and establishing
himself as another star signal caller at Eastern.
“I would honestly be surprised not to hear his name
in the Walter Payton talk this
year,” Mitchell said. “I guarantee [Eastern] is going to be
in the hunt for going deep in
the playoffs and it’s going to
be a lot on him.”
According to Padron, he
chose to pursue football at
Eastern because of the coaches. He felt that they, along with
the football team, had a desire
to be the best, something Padron shares feelings with.
“They have a great desire
to win,” he said. “They have a
drive and competitive nature.”
Padron said that Eastern
football is steeped in tradition and that he hopes to
continue that through solid
play and hard work. He has
his sights set on bringing
another national championship to Cheney.
“My ultimate goal is to win
a national championship,”
Padron said. “I’m just going to
do what I do best and go out
there and play.”
One of Padron’s teammates at SMU, wide receiver Ryan Walker, has played
Across
football with Padron for seven
2
3
8

12:15 a.m.
Alcohol
violation
A female student
in Dressler Hall was reported unconscious. The
student was treated at the
scene and released. The
incident was forwarded to
the OSRR.

Agency assist
2:43 p.m.
Hang up
Officers responded to a
911 hang up, as there had
been domestic violence
reported at the residence
before. The call turned out
to be accidental and no arrests were made.
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4:30 p.m.
Malicious mischief
A car in parking Lot 9
was damaged. Scratches
were made up and down
the sides of the car. Three
suspects were possibly involved, but could not be located at the time. The incident is under investigation.
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April 8

Arrest
A male was arrested on a
misdemeanor warrant while
visiting Morrison Hall. The
suspect was not a student.

years. Walker said that Padron has all the necessary skills
to be a great quarterback.
“He has accuracy, athleticism and leadership,” Walker
said. “That’s all you want as a
quarterback. He’s got that decision making and he doesn’t
turn the ball over.”
Walker, one of Padron’s
closest friends, also praised
his leadership and said that
the quarterback is not afraid
to let someone know how he
feels if they are doing something wrong.
“He’s been a great leader his whole life,” Walker
said. “He’ll get in anyone’s
face and tell him what he
thinks. He definitely leads
by example and is one of
the hardest working people
I’ve ever seen.”
While Padron prides
himself on his accuracy, he
is excited to work with an
established receiving corps
that allows him to get away
with making a few mistakes.
He praised the skills of
Eastern wide receivers Greg
Herd, Brandon Kaufman
and Nicholas Edwards.
“Seeing what they’ve done
on film, it’s pretty spectacular,”
Padron said. “You don’t have
to put the ball on them every
time. You can kind of throw it
in the general area and they’ll

go make a play on it.”
Padron also likes what he
sees in the offensive line. He
said that it is important for a
quarterback to have a group
of rugged athletes that have a
sense of fortitude.
“They’re kind of a protective group. I like that,” Padron said. “I like that they’re
mean guys. They have a little
toughness to them and a
competitive nature.”
Although Walker admitted
that he will miss his friend, he
knows Padron has a bright future and that he will succeed
in his new environment.
“He’s succeeded at every level he’s been at, and if
he just does what he does,
he’ll be great,” Walker said.
“I’ll have to go up there and
watch a game. … I’ll miss
him for sure, but I know he’ll
do big things.”
“I know Bo Levi [Mitchell]
won a national championship
and I wouldn’t expect anything less with Kyle as a quarterback,” Walker said.
Padron said he is anxious for the season to get
underway and that he is
looking forward to playing
on The Inferno.
“I’m excited to get up
there and start working hard,”
Padron said. “I’m ready to
come up there and compete.”

THE EASTERNER
Address:
The Easterner
EWU, Isle Hall 102
Cheney, WA 99004
Writers’ Meetings:
The Easterner is open for any EWU
student or faculty who wish to write or
copy edit news stories.
• Writers’ meetings are Mondays at
3:30 p.m.
• Copy editing meetings are Saturdays
at 8 a.m.
News Line:
If you have a tip, letter to the editor, press release or an idea for a
story please call The Easterner tip line
at 509-359-6270 or the general office
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ University suffered a
recent loss from its student body with
the passing of Chris Gormley.
The Office of Undergraduate Studies
is being moved from Hargreaves Hall
to _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Hall.
Tim Armstrong relies on his _ _ _ _ _ to
carry him through the track and field
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Down
The Spokane Regional First _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Competition brought teams of high
schoolers to EWU for the first time.
The Student Success and _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Committee is about "increasing
diversity without lowering the standard
of education."
EWU thrower Mari Binghame struggled
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Armstrong's faith tested during indoor season
Senior humbled
by struggles

Upcoming Track and Field events

By Kyle Franko
staff writer

kyle.franko3@gmail.com

The senior season for
Tim Armstrong was supposed to be his best. Instead,
it proved to be the most difficult and one that required
his faith.
Armstrong, a multi-event
athlete for EWU track and
field, grew up in a biblical
research family, where he
learned how the lessons inside the Bible can be used in
a practical application.
“It has always been a part
of me, kind of just a part
of my flesh and bone,” said
Armstrong. “It’s what I’ve
grown to be, and it’s what I
like to be. It seems to be the
only thing that’s helped me
through extremely challenging times. God and his grace
… help me to keep moving,
to keep pressing forward.”
Following Armstrong’s
junior year – where he
placed fifth in the Big Sky
Conference indoor heptathlon championships – the
men’s captain of the jumps
team was hoping for a successful senior campaign.
“You put in all the time
and all the effort, it’s almost
an expected thing,” said
Armstrong. “But that’s the
funny part about a multievent, and the funny part
about track. … You have to
show up that day and do it.
No matter what everybody’s
marks walking into a championship meet are, if they
don’t show up that day, it
doesn’t matter.”
The fifth year senior,
who had competed for the
Colleges of Spokane before coming to Eastern, had
what he called, “the hardest
track season that I’ve had.
I’ve never no-heighted in so
many events.”
Armstrong ran into a
metaphorical roadblock –
the pole vault.
With a career best 14-1
and 3/4 inch mark in the
vault, Armstrong had demonstrated the ability to clear
the bar.
“Athletically he was progressing along just like we
would expect, but he just

April 12

April 14

April 18-19

Whitworth Twilight
at Whitworth
at 5 p.m.

Spike Arlt Invitational
at Ellensburg, Wash.
at 9 a.m.

Mt. Sac Relays
at Walnut, Calif.,
at 10 a.m.

404 2nd St., Cheney • 509.359.2526
Hours: Mon-Thurs, 11am-8pm • Fri, 11am-3pm
Sun, 4-8pm • closed on Saturdays

GRAND
OPENING!

Photo by Mikayla Napier
Senior Tim Armstrong recently qualified for the Big Sky Conference Outdoor Track and Field championship in the 110 hurdles.

had a little mental block and
that happens in that event,”
assistant coach Jon Hill said.
As the meets passed by
and Armstrong continued
to fall short of a qualifying mark for the championships, he fell back on his
faith, something he has done
his entire life.
“Like in Psalms it says
all the time, ‘Wait on the
Lord,’” said Armstrong, who
can readily and easily quote
scripture. “And again, I say,
‘Wait.’
“I was saying that a lot
the whole indoor season.”
In fact, “waiting” would
not stop as Armstrong never
did hit the qualifying mark.
But the top 12 in conference advanced to Flagstaff,
Ariz. – the site of the indoor
championships – and Armstrong made the cut.
Before the championship
meet, Armstrong addressed
the team.

“The cue I went on was to
have poise,” said Armstrong.
“It was more true to me and
my performance than I think
in anyone else’s.”
On the first day of the
two-day heptathlon competition, Armstrong struggled
in the shot put and high
jump. The next day’s events
included the pole vault,
where he had labored all
season.
“It was tougher to come
back with a competitive
mindset [on the second day]
and have poise to be like,
‘OK, I’m going to continue
to do my best,’” Armstrong
said.
But in a competition like
the heptathlon, head coach
Stan Kerr, has what he calls,
the three second rule.
“You can feel bad about
it for three seconds,” said
Kerr. “Then you have 29
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EWU Sports
in Brief

Football season brings new and old faces
Inferno greets
coaches

,.t.

By Fedor Gaponenko
staff writer

fgaponenko76@gmail.com

Sanchez

Men's tennis
clinches berth in
Big Sky playoffs
— The men's tennis
team earned a spot in
the Big Sky Conference Men's Tennis
Championship playoffs after defeating
the Northern Arizona
Lumberjacks at the
final home match of
the regular season,
5-2, April 8. Senior
Julian Sanchez won
at No. 5 singles,
defeating Northern
Arizona's Robert
Martin, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3.
Sanchez and fellow
senior Chad Henninger also helped
grabbed the doubles
point, winning 8-3.
The team will next
play Montana, April
13.
Football’s road to
2012 season
begins — Eagles
football began their
first week of practices that ended with
a scrimmage on April
6. Quarterbacks Vernon Adams and Anthony Vitto passed
for a combined 236
yards. Returning
reciever Greg Herd
caught a pass for 50
yards. The Eagles
next scrimage will be
April 13 at 3 p.m.
King breaks
personal record
— Senior Kyle King
ran the 5,000 meter
in a time of 14:10.02
at the Stanford Invitational, April 7.
King's 14:10.02 mark
puts him at third for
the EWU men's outdoor 5000 meters
record.
Henninger and
Leavitt earn
scholar athletes
honors — Senior
tennis player Chad
Henninger and
sprinter Whitney
Leavitt were named
the EWU Scholar
Athletes for April
2012. Henninger, an
economics major,
played his last match
at Eastern April 8.
Leavitt competed at
the WAOR V track
meet, April 7. Leavitt
placed fourth in the
400 meter with a
time of 57.91 seconds. She also competed in the Women's 4x100 relay with
sophomore Angelica
Rodriguez, and seniors Shene Davis
and Nicole Nida with
a time of 47.51.

The Eastern Eagles football program hired three new
coaches to assist head coach
Beau Baldwin in getting the
Eagles back to the playoffs.
The coaches include Brian
Strandley, Cherokee Valeria
and Kiel McDonald.
Strandley was Baldwin’s
teammate from Curtis High
School in Tacoma, Wash.,
and a former defensive line
coach for the Eagles.
“It’s great to be back,”
Strandley said. “I get a chance
to get involved with familiar
guys and a great football team
and university.”
This is the first time in his
career that Strandley will be
coaching on the offensive side
of the ball, namely the tight
ends and offensive tackles.
According to Baldwin, this
will add some perspective to
his coaching.
“Coaching tight ends and
offensive tackles, I’ve been a
defensive line coach so in one
way it’s kind of like learning
what the enemy is doing,”
Strandley said. “I happen to
have some of that knowledge
and hopefully it will help
some of these guys out.”
Valeria is also a former
teammate of Baldwins from
their days at Central Washington University. He has
coached at the college level
for seven years and had a lot
of success being a cornerbacks coach.
“It’s great, not just because

,.,.,
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Brian Strandley, Keil McDonald and Cherokee Valeria have coached at different colleges and high schools across the United States.

he’s an old teammate, but
also he’s done a great job everywhere he’s been," Valeria
said. "We can see it already.
Just the work ethic he brings
in 24/7 into the coaching role.
He works hard both on the
field, off the field, in recruiting the whole nine yards.”
In four of his last six years
as a cornerbacks coach Valeria has had a player rank in
the nation’s top 30 for interceptions.
“Just continue the passion for football,” Valeria said

is his main goal. “I think they
have a solid amazing tradition
here and I just want to continue that here.”
McDonald, a graduate
of Sacramento State who
also played cornerback for
the University of Idaho, is
the third of the new coaches
and will be coaching running
backs. He has worked with
many high profile backs in the
past, some of which went on
to play in the NFL.
Being
a
cornerback
throughout his college career

Hart granted sixth
year by NCAA
By Fedor Gaponenko
staff writer

fgaponenko76@gmail.com

After overcoming a season
plagued with injuries, the Eagles’
football coaching staff is excited
to have a healthy roster, including
wide receiver Tyler Hart and linebacker Zach Johnson, who will be
back for their sixth season.
Extensive injuries throughout
their careers have caused them to
miss at least a season’s worth of
playing time.
This February, both of the seniors were notified by the NCAA
that they have been granted an extra year of eligibility.
As a senior in the 2011 season,
Hart was expected to play slot receiver and returner. After missing
the first three games of the season
he was only able to return for three
plays before being sidelined for the
remainder of the season.
In the previous year, Hart was

Photo by Evan Sykes
Tyler Hart will be returning for 2012.

also lost for the season after breaking his scapula in EWU’s fourth
game. From 2008-2011, Hart
played in only 28 of the 49 games
possible.

and coaching running backs
may sound strange considering they are completely different positions, but according to McDonald most of the
footwork for both positions is
identical.
McDonald is 28 years old,
and according to Baldwin, his
energy will be good for the
coaching staff.
“It’s a fantastic opportunity,” McDonald said. “Going
to a place where they have a
winning tradition, great education system and also a place

“I spent most of the off-season
not knowing [whether I would be
eligible],” Hart said. “When I finally got the news, it was a big monkey off my shoulder. Now it’s just
full force going for it. It feels good
to be out here.”
Zach Johnson has also been
overcoming injuries throughout
his career and did not play most of
last year and all of the 2009 season.
“It was hard for both of us,”
Johnson said. “But we figured with
the amount of games we missed,
we were optimistic that we were
both going to get [another year]
and it’s a good thing we both got
it.”
Hart and Johnson, who are
also roommates, were both in it
together and supported each other
throughout the waiting process,
according to Hart.
“He got his news two weeks before me so that kind of threw me
off,” Hart said. “I had two paths, if
I was going to get a sixth year or if
not I would need to move on with
life. It was scary, but they told me
most likely I was going to get it.”

where they have a great running back crew.”
Having a trio of new
coaches will bring many benefits to the team according to
Baldwin.
“As much as they are trying to learn what we do here
and get used to the system,”
Baldwin said. “We’re also getting knowledge from three
guys, who are great coaches
and great people coming
in from different places. It
makes us better as a whole to
always get new ideas."

Head coach Beau Baldwin now
boasts one of the deepest receiving
cores in the Big Sky with the return
of Hart.
“It’s great. He adds to what
I already feel is a very deep receiving core. That makes us that
much stronger,” Baldwin said. “He
brings a unique side, certain skill
sets. Some of the things he can do
after the catch, especially being a
former running back and return
guy for us. We’re excited to have
Tyler for a sixth year.”
Now they are both healthy and
hope to not only produce on the
field, but be leaders to the younger
players who will be coming in.
“Last year we got hurt, but just
the fact that we’ve been here the
longest makes us kind of know
what the coaches expect,” Johnson
said. “Hopefully some guys look up
to us. We just need to do things the
right way like we have done in the
past with our careers.”
“We have a standard that’s very
high and so we just show them [the
younger players] day to day what
we do and hopefully they go along
the same lines,” Hart said.

Throwers compete remembering loved ones
Bingham and Tank reflect
on careers and changes
By Kyle Franko
staff writer

Women’s tennis
loses in last home
match of the season
— The EWU women's
tennis team was defeated by the No. 2
ranked Northern Arizona Lumberjacks,
5-1, April 8. Freshman Moira Hedberg
and junior Ryann
Warner earned victories in singles competition while freshman Chrissy Uriarte
and senior Nefeli
Diamanti had their
matches go to tiebreakers. The Eagles
will travel to Bozeman to take on Montana State, April 13.
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Cherokee Valeria

kyle.franko3@gmail.com

Mari Bingham and Haley Tank have both
dealt with deaths in the family — a father, Bingham’s best friend and high school track coach
— a brother, remembered with a tattoo of his
name on Tank’s forearm.
Despite the hardships, the two upperclassmen, both throwers on the EWU track and field
team, have begun the outdoor track season with
strong performances in the opening meets.
Tank set a personal record and qualified for
the conference championships in the javelin after throwing 138 feet and 7 inches at the Montana Al Manuel Invitational in Missoula, Mont.,
March 31 – the fifth best throw in conference.
“If she can throw mid-140s or up close to
150, … she could have a shot at making it up on
to the podium [in the Big Sky Championships],
and that would be really cool,” head coach Marcia Mecklenburg said.
A transfer from Pacific University, Tank is
in her second season in the Big Sky conference.

“I’m a little more comfortable, not as nervous,” said Tank. “Last year I almost gave up
the javelin because I … wasn’t doing well in the
beginning of the season. It’s nice to be a little
more comfortable, and to be able to know that
I can throw the distances. That way, even if I
have a bad day, I still know that I can do it.”
While benefiting from a greater familiarity with the conference,
Tank is also part of the javelin
crew’s off-day workout program
that has received a facelift. Starting this season, Aaron Mettler –
a two-time EWU Big Sky javelin
champion – has been leading the
workouts.
“[We] try to focus on technique
Bingham
without actually throwing, having
to use your arm and beat it up more than need
be,” said Mettler. “Your shoulder and elbow
take a lot of tear during the throw itself.”
Mettler has the javelin crew focus on lower
body technique and on building muscle memory so throwing is second-nature.
“I feel like the kids are responding well to
it,” said Mettler. “Hopefully, when we get to the
end of the season, we’ll have big marks because
of it.”
Like Tank, senior thrower Bingham has

started the spring season with strong performances, which come on the heel of a big finish
in the indoor championships in March.
“[Bingham] struggled a little bit with the
shot put during the indoor season,” said Mecklenburg. “[She] wasn’t throwing as far as either
she or I thought she would be. But she finished
indoors huge, at the Big Sky conference championships. She’s
just followed through [and] carried … that outdoors.”
At the WAOR V, Bingham’s
shot put – 44-9 1/2, eighth overall in conference – and discus
– 142-5, fifth overall in conference – earned her second place
in both events.
Tank
The performances came despite a torn labrum in Bingham’s throwing
shoulder. It is an injury she reaggravated from
spring 2010. Considering the six month recovery time, the senior has foregone surgery and
simply focused on how to throw with the tear.
This injury was an unexpected complication
during the indoor season, and it was not the
only obstacle Bingham had to overcome.
“It was hard this indoor [season] during
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